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COUNCILS VOTE FOR ALPA PRESIDENT TO MAKE NATIONAL TOUR 
CAPITAL ALP Alas Airmail Contracts 


Agreements Reached By 
PAA and Post Office 


REVISIONS IN SERVICE 


Annual Reduction in Mail 
Pay to Companies 15 Per Cent 





OFFICE VERY 
MUCH IN NEED 


Must Guard Against Sudden 
Surprise Moves by 
Lobbyists 


ALPA ALERT 








Position Compared to Vital 
and Necessary Outposts 
of Army 





The question, whether or not 
Washington representation is ne- 
cessary, has often been asked by 
members of our organization. As 
a result the subject has been dis- 
cussed many times in letters and 
in previous issues of the Air Line 
Pilot. 

If the average citizen knew just 
how much congressional activities 
had to do with his personal welfare 
he would undoubtedly show much 
more interest in what takes place 
in Washington when Congress is in 
session. It is surprising, however, 
to know that many good citizens 
of this country do not even know 
who their congressmen or senators 
are or in what congressional or 
senatorial districts their homes and 
business activities are located. 
Many business concerns as well as 
organizations representing various 
groups have come to know and 
realize the tremendous importance 
of what Congress does. As a re- 
sult every group of any conse- 
quence has_ representation in 
Washington in addition to the con- 
gressmen and senators from the 
locality of the interested parties. 

Two Groups 

These representatives are com- 
monly referred to as_ lobbyists. 
Lobbyists are divided into two 
classes, legitimate and illegitimate. 
The illegitimate group is made up 
of men who usually draw exor- 
bitant salaries or astonishingly 
large fees in addition to almost un- 
limited expense accounts. These 
men are sent to Washington to 
gain their ends by lavish spending, 
maintaining expensive quarters 
and everything that goes with this 
sort of thing. In other words, be- 
fore they start they usually have 
instructions to accomplish their 
ends regardless. Much more could 
he said about illegitimate lobbying 
but I think that all of us have 
enough imagination to realize what 
in many instances actually takes 
place. 

Legitimate lobbying is nothing 
more or less than fair, honest and 
sincere representation of the prob- 
lems of any particular group. 
Practically all of the leading work- 
ers’ organizations maintain one or 
more Washington representatives. 
These men’ make it their business 
to honestly and straightforwardly 
inform the law makers of the 
problems of the workers they rep- 
resent and urge that sound and 
constructive legislation be enacted. 
The salaries and expenses of these 
representatives are in most in- 
stances surprisingly moderate. 
However, the above is only half of 
their duty. The other half amounts 
to watching what is being done by 
the illegitimate group. This illegi- 

(Continued on Page 3, Col. 5) 














Washington, D. C., Sept. 27.— 
Agreements have been reached be- 
tween the Post Office Department 
and the Pan American Airways, 
Inc., holder of contracts on foreign 
air mail routes Nos. 5, 6, 7, 8, and 
10, and between the Post Office 
Department and the Pan Amer- 
ican-Grace Airways, Inc., holder of 
contract on foreign air mail route 
No. 9, which become effective on 
October 1, 1935, and which will 
result in an annual saving to the 
Government of approximately one 
million dollars, as compared with 
the mail pay to these companies on 
July 11, 1934, the date when the 
President directed the Postmaster 
General to investigate and report 
on possible savings in these serv- 
ices. 


PAA Contracts 


Pan American Airways’, Inc., 
contracts cover foreign air mail 
service into countries of Central 
and South America, West Indies, 
Mexico and Cuba, and the contract 
of the Pan American-Grace Air- 
ways, Inc., covers foreign air mail 
service down the west coast of 
South America, from the Canal 
Zone to Montevideo, Uruguay. 

Since the President’s order to 
the Postmaster General to investi- 
gate and report on the foreign air 
mail contracts, a number of revi- 
sions in service, including the 
shortening of mileage involved, 
have been put into effect and the 
agreements reached with the com- 
panies call for further revisions 
and reductions in mileage, as well 
as a reduction in the mail pay 
rates of the two companies. 


Agree on Rates 

The rate reductions agreed upon 
between the Post Office Depart- 
ment and the Pan American Air- 
ways, Inc., effective on October 1, 
1935, are as follows: On routes 5 
and 6, between Miami, Florida, 
and Paramaribo, Dutch Guiana, 
between Miami and the Canal 
Zone, between Havana, Cuba, and 
Belize, British Honduras, between 
San Salvador, El Salvador, and 
the Canal Zone, and between the 
Canal Zone and Port of Spain, 
Trinidad, the rate of pay for serv- 


(Continued on Page 6, Col. 3) 











OBSTRUCTION 


Proves Fatal 





Plane Becomes Entangled in 
High Tension Wires 
at Field 





Pilot George C. Sherwood, Co- 
pilot Fred Burlew and Stewardess 
Miss Donna Naylor were burned_to 
death when their airliner crashed 
shortly before midnight, Septem- 
ber 1, near Burbank, Calif., be- 
came entangled in a power line 
and burst into flames. 

The plane was enroute to Sau- 
gus, Calif., to pick up passengers. 

As a result of the fatal crash, 
a national campaign has been 
started to remove high powered 
wires from territory adjacent to 
airports. 

Pilot Sherwood was a veteran of 
the airways and was an early mem- 
ber of the Air Line Pilots Associa- 
tion. He was also a news corre- 
spondent of The AIR LINE 
PILOT. 

President Behncke expressed 
deep regret to members of Sher- 
wood’s family. 


ESTABLISH 
New Record 


A new all-time record for pas- 
sengers carried in a month was set 
by the scheduled air lines operat- 
ing within the borders of the 
United States in July, according 
to an announcement today by Eu- 
gene L. Vidal, Director of Air 
Commerce. Reports to the Bureau 
of Air Commerce, Department of 
Commerce, disclosed that these air 
lines carried 85,193 passengers in 
July. 


The previous ioeerd had stood 
for only one month. 











Important Council Work 





The work for the September 
meeting of all councils went for- 
ward September 14, 1935. 

The purpose of this short article 
is to drive home to all of our chair- 
men as well as councilmen the ex- 
treme importance of answering the 
two questionnaires that are con- 
tained in this mailing completely 
and with the least possible delay. 

These questionnaires are in re- 
gard to flight time limitation and 
pilot authority. Both are timely 
questions of paramount impor- 
tance. 





Letters have been sent to the en- 
tire membership on these subjects 
and everyone has been urged to be 
present at their September council 
meeting for the purpose of giving 
their views. The _ information 
asked for will be badly needed by 
Headquarters and in Washington 
in the very near future. For this 
reason everyone concerned, espec- 
ially the chairmen of the various 
councils, should make it a point to 
act on their September council 
work immediately. 














AERO MEDICAL. 


Association 


| 





Through the courtesy of Doctor 
L. H. Bauer, medical examiner and 
editor of The Journal of Aviation 
Medicine, an exchange agreement 
has been reached between that 
publication and The AIR LINE 
PILOT. 

Doctors Maurice L. Greene, 706 
Missouri Building, St. Louis, Mo., 
and John D. Gleckler, Medical 
Arts Building, San Antonio, Tex- 
as, have been appointed air line 
medical examiners. 

Doctors W. C. McConnell, 1005 
| Equitable Building, St. Petersburg, 
Fla., and Willard M. Pratt, 1016 
Esperson Building, Houston, Tex- 
as, are no longer air medical ex- 
aminers due to the fact that there 
are no air line pilots based in their 
respective cities. 

The 7th annual meeting of the 
Aero Medical Association will be 
held at San Antonio, Texas, No- 
vember 1-2-3 and headquarters 
will be at the Gunter Hotel. Ac- 
cording to the September issue of 
the Journal of Aviation Medicine, 
the program will be as follows: 
| Friday, November 1 

Meeting of the Executive Coun- 
cil at 6:30 p. m. Members of the 
Council will have dinner together. 

At 9:00 p. m. there will be an 
informal reception in the rooms of 
the President by the President and 
the Past Presidents. All members 
and guests are invited to attend. 
Saturday, November 2: Army Day 

9:30 a.m. Buses will leave for 
Randolph Field, where the day will 
be spent. 

10:00 a.m. Visits will be made 
to the School of Aviation Medicine, 
the Post Hospital, the Flying Ca- 
dets Barracks and classrooms, the 
Parachute Department, and there 
will be an inspection of airplanes 
and ambulances. 

12:30 p. m. Mexican luncheon 
at the Field for members and 
guests. 

1:30 p. m. A formation flight 
over Randolph Field of the planes 
at the Field. This will be an un- 
usual sight. 

2:15 p. m. Annual Business 
Meeting of the Association includ- 
ing the election of officers for the 
ensuing year. 

3:00 p. m. Scientific Program. 
The following papers will be pre- 
sented: 


(Continued on Page 5, Col. 1) 
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Association Believes 
Personal Contact Will 
BE OF MUTUAL AID 


Country-Wide Survey 
Begins Very Shortly 


BY DAVID L. BEHNCKE 
In the August council mailing a vote was included to be acted 
=| upon by all of the councils as to whether or not they deemed it advis- 
able to have a 1935 convention or whether it would be more beneficial 
to dispense with the convention until 1936 and substitute in its place 
a national tour of all councils, by the Association president. 


With few exceptions all councils 
were heard from on this question 
and they voted unanimously with- 


|out a dissenting vote that a nation- 


al tour by the president would be 


|prefeFable to a convention at this 
| 


time. 
Approve Tour 
Headquarters heartily agrees 
with this action on the part of the 
councils because it is felt that a 
national tour will do the organiza- 


; tion a great deal more good at this 


time than a convention. The last 
convention did their job so well 
and so completely that there is lit- 
tle need for a 1935 convention. 
Another thing is that the few im- 
portant matters pending can be 
handled during the national tour 
of all councils. It should also be 
remembered that the expense of 
holding a convention is quite an 
item. 

For the information of everyone 
concerned it is my intention to be- 
gin this national tour in about 
three weeks, or as soon as I can 
get things straightened up at 
Headquarters in such a way to 
make it possible for me to be away 
for several months. 

Much Work 

There will be a great deal of 
work facing me while making this 
tour because this will be the first 
time in the history of our organ- 
ization that an officer from inter- 
national headquarters has toured 
the entire council circuit. 

It is my plan to bring all pend- 
ing business of each council strict- 
ly up to date and try to give each 
and every pilot personally an ac- 
curate picture of what we have 
been through since the inception of 
our organization, which is some- 
thing that is very hard to do in 
writing, the only means we have 
had up to this time. At the same 
time I expect to acquaint everyone 
with our plans for the next sev- 
eral years and in this way the as- 
sociation will undoubtedly benefit 
by the fact that everyone will be 
brought closer to our problems and 
made thoroughly acquainted with 
just exactly what it takes to get 
things across in our eternal fight 
for fair wages and decent working 
conditions. 

Finances Good 

Our financial status is in a fairly 
healthy condition and during this 
tour a concerted effort will be 
made to bring in the few remain- 
ing delinquent accounts. The 
same thing applies to the member- 
ship. Practically all of the pilots 
flying on the airlines, both first 
and copilots, are members. How- 
ever there are a few stragglers 
here and there who have been rid- 
ing along and reaping the benefits 

(Continued on Page 4, Col. 3) 
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‘‘Pablic safety calls for pilots of high character 
and great skill. The occupation is a hazardous 
one. Therefore, the law should provide for a method 
to fix maximum flying hours; minimam pay and a 
system for retirement or annuity benefits.’’ 

—President Roosevelt. 











Taking Air Transportation Out of Politics 


BY DAVID L. BEHNCKE 


Removal of air transportation from politics has long 
been advocated by the Air Line Pilots Association. It has 
been the Association’s contention that air transportation 
should be placed under some regulatory agency of the 
Government as completely divorced from political influ- 
ence as possible. 

A careful study of the subject during the past several 
years has resulted in the conclusion that the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, one of the few departments of the 
Government free from political control, is the most suit- 
able agency to regulate air transportation. The freedom 
from political control which distinguishes this body would 
make stabilization of air transportation possible because 
politics, having the peculiar faculty of rapidly changing 
complexion, with consequent disturbance and confusion, 
have no place in a young industry which is earnestly striv- 
ing for permanence and order. 


The writer, while in Washington recently, was amazed 
to find that certain legislators, taking part in the discus- 
sions which preceded passage of the new air mail law dur- 
ing the last days of the first session of the Seventy-fourth 
Congress, actually are still advocating competitive bidding 
for all air mail contracts every three years. They believed 
that all contracts should be cancelled at three year inter- 
vals and all routes thrown open for competitive bidding. 


Obviously, this would mean that the industry would be 
entirely disrupted every three years. Progress would be 
stifled. Capital, faced with possible loss of investments 
after three years, would not continue to invest the thou- 
sands upon thousands of dollars in new ships, equipment, 
and experimental work, which in the past has been respon- 
sible for the phenomenal progress made in air transporta- 
tion in this country. The workers, faced with loss of their 
jobs after three years, would lose that pride and ambition 
which have made them the finest aviation technicians in 
the world today. It is not unnatural that neither money 
nor effort would be invested in a work without a future. 


It would be just as reasonable to assume that all modes 
of travel should be de-franchised every three years. Why 
single out the airlines and those who depend on air trans- 
portation for a livelihood? The industry will not soon 
forget the confusion and uncertainty that followed on the 
cancellation of air mail contracts in February, 1934. Sta- 
bilization of the industry has been the constant objective 
of the air workers since the very beginning, because an 
assured future for the airlines means an assured future 
for the workers. The three-year competitive bidding plan 
hits the workers harder, if anything, than the contractors. 
Without absolute protection under the law of wages and 
working conditions, destruction of wage standards would 
be inevitable. And even with such protection, hundreds 
of workers would lose their jobs every time the air mail 
contracts changed hands. 
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The Best and the Oldest 


BY PILOT W. F. BAXTER 
Council No. 38—PAA 





Luke McAileron Fuselage Pete, 
An aviator bold was he. 
He flew ’em high and he flew ’em 
low, 
Over the land or sea. 


west 
And his fame spread near and 
far. 
Any old day the folks would say: 
“‘He’ll visit a distant star.’ 


He knew no fear, and had no fear, 
Of thing or beast or plan. 

There was no feat he could not do, 
This bold and daring man. 


Now old Bill Tailskid, a flyer too, 
But not so bold was he, 

Who flew his plane about the land 
And never crossed the sea. 


He was a pill, he would admit, 
And craved no laurels gay. 
Grandkids climbing on his knee 
He hoped to have some day. 


Now on one fateful day it came— 
The news that shocked us all. 

In headlines black the papers told 
That Luke was seen to fall. 


Now the moral of this seems to be: 
Whyfor this precision? 
For Bill the Pill is flying still 
And his beard obscures 
vision. 


his 





Air Scribe Pens 
Council Activities 





BY PILOT R. T. PARKS, JR. 
Council No. 38—PAA 
Note: Letter made deadline! 

Boy, oh boy—guess I just can’t 
take it. Left Guayaquil this AM 
at 5:50 and pulled in here (Cris- 
tobal) just before 5 PM and while 
Ye Esposa is fixing dinner I’ll try 
to pound out a few lines in an un- 
holy effort to make the deadline. 
This gets in the PO before mid- 
nite and goes out with the Miami 
lads, early in the morning and if it 
gets to Chicago before the 25th 
I’ll take my hat off to Ye Admin- 
istration, and that’s sumpin’. 

Everything O. K. 

Up here in the ‘“‘he-men’s” divi- 
sion things are running as smooth- 
ly as silk. Jack Miller has gone 
south to check out on Douglases 
which leaves us with little but loud 
Stevey holding down the works. 
Harold McMickle left us the other 
day after a two-week stay while he 
was being checked out in our lux- 


ury liner — the Commodore. 
Maaaammmmmmy!! Brownie and 
Ye Scribe have just completed 


through trips to Lima allowing 
Gordon Gray to come up here to 
dispatch his fair wife to the States 
on . vacation. Otherwise we've 
been keeping the starboard side 
fairly well balanced. 
Retire Fords 

Down in “Limer” the situation 
has been eased up a bit by placing 
the DC-2s in service all the way 
up to Guayaquil—leaving no more 
Fords (God rest their souls) on 
the international trips. All the 
talk is about the new fast sched- 
ules due up about the first of the 
year when we get our S-48s for 





“(Continued on Page 4, Col. 4) 


this division. Will change things 


BAXTER WRITES POEM | 





His skill was known from east to}. 


| 


| 


about considerably and every man 
has his own proposed schedule 
looking out for his division. What 
a party it would be to get Steve, 
Pop Colliver and Pop Smith to- 
gether and let them fight it out. 

Crash!! Lights— Curtain— In- 
troducing Mr. Clifton Lee Brigham 
(bring ’em young and bring ’em 
often), brand new copilot for the 
Central Division. Cliff has been 
with us a long time as our chief 
inspector but after his recent vaca- 
tion he returned with a spanking 
new wife, a new transport, and a 
|fair-to-middlin’ radio license. 
Guess the gang will crawl him and 
his next ticket will be a fourth 
quarter ALPA card. 


Some Painter 


And now, down south. You 
don’t mean to tell me it’s cold, 
Smitty? Yep, I guess itis. It was 
about this time last year when we | 
were making humpteen trips a.day 
over the hill just about freezing 
our b—— sorry. toes off. The 
boys must be busy for never a 
word do we hear from them. See 
their names on the mail waybills 
but that’s all. Tarzan Parks just 
reports that he’s coming through 
here in December. Welcome to 
God’s country, M. J. — the Atlas 
and Atlantic are waiting. The 
wives are tearing about a bit this 
month it seems. Pop Smith’s Ana- 





Cincinnati, Louisville, Evansville 
and St. Louis, with two round trip; 
daily, one between Detroit and St. 
Louis and the other between De- 
troit and Cincinnati. The equip- 
ment is Stinson “U’s” fresh from 
overhaul by American Airlines and 
are really very slick looking jobs, 
Two way radio and all the latest 
gadgets are installed including 134 
transmitters. The engines have 
the heavy crankshafts. 


Flying on the West end and 
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based in St. Louis are L. Thro, P. 
Ming and H. McGee. On this end 
are W. Johnson, H. Setter and my- 
self. Stewardesses are carried on 
all trips. 

As I don’t know any “dirt”? on 
any of the gang as yet, will have to 
let it go at that but will try to 
have some to dish out before the 
next letter is due. 





American Airlines 
Have Active Meetings 





BY PILOT W. A. McDONALD 
Council No. 50—AA 

Wish I had a lot of new, start- 
ling and exciting things to report 
this month but life seems to be go- 
ing along in about the same old 
way. The official rumor depart- 
ment is unusually quiet. Ralph 
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velle spent a few weeks in Lima DeVore is still deep in the study 
and painted the town a bright|0f three-gaited versus five-gaited 
shade of crimson, and now By |horses. “Fuzzie” Robinson is still 
Rickards’ Cora is in Santiago | reducing the number of catfish in 
showing them how the paint brush | the local streams by about ten per 
should be used. | day = the rest of the gang are 
ie | quietly pursuing their various hob- 

Meet Visitors bies of dog raising, tennis, golf, or 

in the case of one well-known 
member, sleeping. Vacations, how- 
ever, are still providing a bit of a 
etptczars on Page 8, Col. 3) 


The council has been honored 
this month with a few visitors from 
the States. American Airlines sold | 
the National Airline of Chile three | 
Condors and they were ferried } 
down by the former’s pilots headed 
by big-bad-boy Cantwell. Two and 
three of the formation were pilot- 
ed by Dick Fagin and Russ Arden. 
Dick and Russ came up with us to- 
day heading back to the USA and 
cinch-flying again. Lucky stiffs. 
More Condors were brought down 
to Lima a few months ago and a 
little snooping found an ALPA 
card on the person of Bob Supple. 
He is with Huey Wells & Co. of 
Tampa New Orleans and Tampico 
Airlines (TNT—get it?), yaw yaw. 











“To fly West, my friend, is a 
flight we all must take for a 
final check.’ 


In Constant Memoriam 


Anderson, Lloyd—U. = 
Andert, Paul A.—U. o% 
Barron, —— M. Jr. <a. A. 

eee. ae —vU. 

olton, Harve 
Le tend Cc. M.— 

wen, J. E.—T. W. A. 
Bowen, Lewis L.—B. A. 
Briggs, Francis W.—A. A. 
Brock, Wm. S.—Waiting List 

—U. A. L. 








Broughton, D. E. 
Bucher, Charles L.—P. A. A. 
Cochrane, Robert M.—U. A. L. 
Cox, = d—Ludin m 
Davis, Alfred W.—U. A. L. 
Davis, Douglas—E. "a. L. 
Dixon, Se ty Jdr.—D. A. L. 

rayton, Chas. M.—Inactive List 
Fields, Glenn T.—A. A. 
Fuller, Ray E.—A. A. 
George, 4 T. W. A. 
Grover, R. Bo at A. L. 
a ee 

‘ays, rge me eS loyed 
Hill, George W.—A. A. spe 
Holbrook, Clyde M.—A. 7 
Jamieson, W. 1 —E. A. 

eadle, Floy ~aitneral loyed 
Kelsey, Harold J.—A. A. ss 
Kiser, Daniel—Waiting List 
Komdat, Albert C.—E. A. L. 
L Al—_Ww . A. 8. 


And speaking of visitors, we see 
by the last dope sheet (believe it 
or not, Dave, I read it) that our 
President is paying all the councils 
a visit in the near future. Fine 
business — don’t dare forget us, 
Dave. Like the Mae West watch 
joke, “‘Come on down and we’ll 
give you the works”!! Keep ’em 
buttoned up, gang, and I’ll be see- 
ing you next month. Chow Che. 





Columbia Airlines 
Sends First Letter 





BY PILOT TOM HATTEN 
Council No. 53—CA 

For some time I have been en- 
joying the notes written by mem- 
bers of other councils and until 
this very minute did not realize 
just what the scribes were up 
against in getting this information 
together, for it has fallen to my 
lot to let you know about Columbia 
Airlines and believe you me I don’t 
know just how to begin. However, 
here is a try. 

We operate, as you know, be- 
tween Detroit, Toledo, Dayton, 


Rogers,” Will. tne B—A. “ 
pea 


. Chas. W.—N. 
Bost, Fn a A 
eaten, 


J. par eed a L. 
Sherwood, George C . A. E. 


3 eae aA AL. 
‘ q 
r Joe—A. A. 
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BIDS ASKED 
Pacific Air 


Pilots and Flying Crew 
Must Be American Citizens 


An advertisement for trans-| 


MPacific air mail service has been 


issued by Postmaster General 
ames A. Farley. 


This advertisement provides: 
That bids will be received at the | 


lBoffice of the Second Assistant Post- | 





master General in Washington, | 


D. C. until 12 M., October 21, | 





FOR TRANS- 


Dave’s Vacation 





Mail Run 


meet requirements that may be 
specified by the Department of 
Commerce. It is provided that the 
aircraft for beginning service shall 
include a passenger load but that 
the actual carrying of passengers 
will not be undertaken until au- | 
thority therefor is granted by the | 
Department of Commerce; also | 





ALPA Head Tells 
of Fish “That Big’”’ 





REAL 
WILD 
COUNTRY 











GETS TWO 


STRIKES AT 
SAME TIME 


Waters Are Famous 
For Large Muskies 








habited except for an occasional 
trapper’s cabin, just mile after 
mile of clear water and endless 
woods. The lakes are surrounded 
by granite formation and are for 
the most part of gravel and rock 
bottom, being very deep. Fish of 
practically all of the large game 
species are numerous but the best 
fishing season in this territory is 
in June and July. We went sixty- 
five miles beyond railroads and 


CAPITAL POST 
IS IMPORTANT 


Daily Check Is Necessary in 
Order to Keep Abreast 
of Conditions 








(Continued from. Page 1) 


mate group is constantly on the 
job, they have unlimited resources, 
they are always promoting legisla- 
tion that is designed to tie the 
hands of the workers and scheming 
as to how this legislation may be 
passed. This is one of the princi- 
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that after the initial four-year|kus, American trans-Atlantic flyer|‘Lake of the Woods’ country in|Lua H. Curtiss, 80, mother of | still have a few pilots on the lines 
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also that aircraft to be used shall | night, en route to Kaunas. ever seen. It is absolutely unin-! firmities of age. at least as long as he will. 
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COLBERT AND SAND 


When Pilot Ted Colbert took his pen in hand to write a recent 
news letter for The AIR LINE PILOT, in which he described the dust 
storms around Wichita, he told it so humorously and yet in such com- 
plete detail that C. B. Allen, writing for the New York Herald Trib- 
une, had the following to say: 


“Ted Colbert, Braniff Airways pilot, writing in the current issue of 
the Air Line Pilots Association house organ concerning the West’s 
dust storms, says Wichita was without rain so long that when a few 
drops finally fell on airplane dispatcher John Palmer he fainted dead 
away from surprise. He adds that ‘the pilot had to throw a couple of 
buckets of sand on the young man to revive him’.” 





SCHEDULE FLIGHTS 


Civil airplanes in the United States carried 1,859,031 passen- 
gers in 1934, according to an announcement today by the Bureau 
of Air Commerce, Department of Commerce. In the previous 
year the total was 1,739,275. 


The passengers who made flights in 1934 included 461,743 on 
the domestic scheduled air lines, and 1,397,288 who flew with mis- 
cella s cial operators and private owners. 








BUY NEW PLANE 


A low-wing, all-metal two-place cabin monoplane has been added to 
the various types of new airplanes which the Bureau of Air Commerce, 
Department of Commerce, is purchasing in its private owner aircraft 
developmer* program. Eugene L. Vidal, Director of Air Commerce, 
announcec today that a contract for one airplane of this type had been 
awarded to the Curtiss-Wright Airplane Company of Robertson, Mo. 


In general appearance the airplane will bear a resemblance to the 
new speedy multi-motored craft now in use on many air lines. There 
is a further similarity in the all-metal method of construction. How- 
ever, in other respects the design of the two-place airplane follows far 
different lines, not only because it is much smaller, but also because it 
is intended for use by private owners who are not necessarily veteran 
pilots. 





DIRECTIONS 


Broadcast 


As Aid to Ship 


Washington, D. C. — The story 
of how an Army bomber, recently 
lost in a smoke haze over Greens- 
boro, N. C., was rescued by a De- 
partment of Commerce airways 
radio station was told in a report 
to the Aeronautics Branch, Depart- 
ment of Commerce, received re- 
cently. 

On the morning of this particular 
day, the report stated, a peculiar 
weather condition prevailed 
throughout the entire southeast. 
Although the pressure was high, 
with a 7,000-foot ceiling and very 
little wind, a general smoky over- 
cast condition prevailed. At 500 
feet the ground was almost ob- 
scured, landmarks being barely 
visible through the smoke. 

At 9:20 a. m. the telephone at 
the airways radio station, nine 
miles from Greensboro, rang. 

The directions were broadcast on 
the frequency of the radio range 
beacon on the chance that the plane 
might be “riding the beam”. The 
distance and directions of the air- 
port from the heart of the city 
were given, and the pilot was told 
that the field lights would be burn- 








“A previous invitation for bids attracted several designs which, 
although not fully meeting the specifications, did come very closely to | 
meeting them, and in addition had characteristics in which the Bureau | 
was interested,” Mr. Geisse, Chief of the Bureau’s Development Sec- | 
tion, said. “The Bureau was particularly interested in those which | 
were of all-metal construction. A second invitation for bids therefore | 
was issued which called for all-metal construction and eliminated cer-| 
tain other factors in the original specifications.” 


Specifications for this airplane call for a minimum level flight 
speed of not more than 48 miles per hour, and a maximum speed of | 
125 miles per hour. It will have dual wheel type controls, one set of 
which can be made ineffective. | 


| 





FUEL TOTALS 


| 


Gasoline totaling 58,414,256 gallons was used by aircraft in 
the United States during 1934, according to an announcement to- 
day by the Bureau of Air Commerce, Department of Commerce. 
Aircraft engines were lubricated by 2,158,288 gallons of oil. 


| 

The scheduled air lines used 25,136,274; miscellaneous civil- 
ian operators, 9,630,869; and government aircraft, 23,647,113 
gallons of gasoline. The oil was used as follows: Scheduled air | 
lines 838,756 gallons; miscellaneous civilian operators, 348,985 
gallons; government aircraft, 970,547 gallons. The government 
aircraft consisted of those operated by the Army (including Na- 
tional Guard and Reserves), Navy (including Marine Corps an 
Reserves), Coast Guard and Bureau of Air Commerce. 1 


| 





OCEAN SERVICE 


} 
Passenger and airmail service between Gerinany «nd North Amer- | 
ica will be inaugurated by the new Zeppelin L14129. 


Completion of the big ship will come as a climax to the progress | 
Germany has made in commercial flying, according t« Martin Wron- | 
sky, director of the Lutfhansa flying company. 





LAST EVIDENCE 


The last visible evidence of the havoc wrought on London and 
suburbs by World War Zeppelins has disappeared. 


A waste block near Elyplace, in Camberwell, where three 
houses were blown to pieces in a 1917 air raid, has been cleared 
for a row of modern buildings. It was supposed to be the last re- 
maining ruin of any consequence. 


The base of Cleopatra’s Needle on Victoria Embankment, only 
a few blocks from the Houses of Parliament, is heavily pock- 
marked. 





DOUBT CLAIMS 


American engineers have expressed doubt that an invented radio 
beam can paralyze airplane gasoline engines as they see no reason why 
the engines cannot be thoroughly shielded against any radio attack. 


“We know that the ignition system of an airplane can be armored 
against radio waves,” said Dr. Alfred N. Goldsmith, consulting radio 
engineer. ‘Metal shields can be built around a motor to counteract 
the waves just as armor plate stops shells. Even if a way were found 
to penetrate a certain shield, then another armor, possibly thicker, 
could be used.” 





FLIES MILLION MILES 


According to the Chicago Herald and Examiner, Richard L. 
Dobie, the veteran pilot who piloted the first mail plane between 
Chicago and the Southwest in 1926, became the first pilot in the 
world to fly a million miles for a commercial air line yesterday. 


With his completion of a million miles’ flying in the service of 
United Air Lines, he was awarded his eighth service star, marking 
the completion of 8,000 hours in flying for this air line. He is a 
pilot on the Chicago-New York division. 

Prior to joining United’s staff, Dobie had 2,500 hours of flying 
time. This gives him a total of 10,500 hours in the air during 
which he has flown about 1,250,000 miles. He learned to fly in 
the army in 1917 and later was an army instructor. Nine years 
ago he made the inaugural flight from Chicago to Kansas City. 

ecently he was loaned to the Deutsche Lifthansa to instruct 
pilots of that German air line in handling the Boeing 247 trans- 
ports on the Mam EE nee so the same type cargo- 
passen lanes used nited on routes. 
spe —M. A. RODDY. 





ing and to look for a green rotat- 
ing beacon light. He was also told 
to follow the highway or railroad 
out of the city and fly due west. 
These directions were repeated 
slowly. At 9:30 this information 
was broadcast again. 


During all this time the plane 
had neither been seen nor heard 
by the airways radio operator, and 
the broadcasts were made solely 
on the strength of the first phone 
call. But, at a few minutes before 
10 o’clock, an Army bomber was 
sighted coming in from the south- 
east, flying low. After circling the 
field a few times, it made a safe 


landing. The plane was in charge! 


of Lieut. J. S. Lambie, Jr. with a 
crew of four, and was enroute from 
Langley Field, Va. to Atlanta, Ga. 

The station operator received 
warm thanks for the broadcasts 
which had enabled the plane to land 
safely at the airport. 


ALPA HEAD 
Will Make 


National Tour 








(Continued from Page 1) 
of those who have put time, effort 
and considerable money into an 
organization capable of protecting 
their interests. This scattered 
number will be contacted and ask- 
ed to affiliate themselves with their 
brother pilots in the fight that we 
have.all been making for the past 
four years to insure our present 


j;and future welfare. 


Need Co-operation 


There is a tremendous amount 
of ground to cover because we 
have some thirty councils scattered 
throughout the entire United 
States and South America. For 
this reason everyone is asked to 
co-operate in helping to make this 
tour a complete success. In other 
words, when I reach the location 
of a council I will in most cases be 
in strange territory and it will be 
necessary to hold two or more 
meetings to see everyone. Unless 
everyone makes it a point to co- 
operate by promptly attending and 
seeing that others attend, valuable 
time will be lost. As a result I 
may not be able to cover the en- 
tire thirty councils before it will 
again be necessary for me to go 
to Washington, January 2, which 
is the opening day of. Congress, to 
help with our legislative program 
which is of paramount importance. 

Before I start on this tour a 
tentative schedule will be worked 
out and each council will know ap- 
proximately when I will arrive at 
council headquarters, 











ILLINOIS PILOTS ASSOCIATION NOTES 


Affiliated with ALPA 





BY PILOT W. A. McHALE 


A sad blow was struck aviation 
with the announcement of the 
death of one of the real pioneers 
of the game. I speak of a man 
who started out when aviation was 
a gamble hanging on the slimmest 
of threads; when the bed sheets, 
bamboo and piano wire were the 
chief building materials; and when 
motors, not even comparable with 
our light plane motors of today, 
were considered ponderous power 
plants and very heavy loads to 
carry. This man had devoted at 
least twenty-five years of his busy 
life to aviation and had its prog- 
ress uppermost in his mind. He 
was one of the founders of the 
Illinois Aero Club when it made its 
headquarters at 52nd Ave. and 
22nd St., Cicero, back in 1910. 
The field was moved to Clearing 
and even now the old hangars of 
the original field are still in serv- 
ice on Ashburn Field at 82nd and 
Cicero. ‘Pop’ Dickinson of whom 
I speak made more sacrifices for 
the good of aviation than any 
other person known to the writer 
and his only return was his per- 
sonal satisfaction of making the 
game a success for those to fol- 


Brother Peterson, formerly - of 
Elmhurst, has returned to Alaska 
after buying one of Mike Caffar. 
ellos’ Travelaires. He reported 
some trouble developed between 
here and Seattle. We hope every. 
thing came out O. K. He likes the 
north country very much and tells 
many interesting tales about it. 

Stinson Airport has acquired a 
new Aeronco of the latest design 
to replace the ship they recently 
lost in the collision near the field. 

The Chicago Girls’ Flying Club, 
with the help of the Women’s N. 
A. A. and the 99 Club ran off a 
fine little air meet and treasure 
hunt last Sunday. It was very 
well arranged and_ conducted, 
Miss Adamec, President of the 
Girls‘ Flying Club, was judged the 
winner, second place going to 
Marge McCormick. 

It seems that Ashburn Field in- 
sists on being heard of and no 
doubt Brothers Machiewicz and 
DeWitt are proud. 


| 


Illinois Fliers 
The writer wonders why the air 





races at Cleveland this year were 
not called the Illinois Air Races, 
inasmuch as when Benny Howard 
and Art Chester of Chicago, Har- 
old Neumann of Moline, and Kling 
of Lemont got through with those 
prizes there were none left. And 
then along came another Illinois pi- 
lot, Harold Johnson, with his Ford 
Trimotor and stole what was left 
of the show. So, why have those 
boys bring their equipment to 
Cleveland? Why not bring the 
races here to Chicago? 

Brother Ed. Brazelton and a few 
friends went to the air races. The 
friends got back on time but Ed. 
went to Lima, Ohio, to see some 
other friends and the fog there was 
so thick that it took him about 
four days to get back. Some blind 


(Continued on Page 6, Col. 2) 


low. The funeral service was very 
impressive. The remains were 
taken in a plane flown by Pilot 
Ballough of the Air Line Pilots 
Assn., in which rode Mr. Dickin- 
son’s sister and chief mourner. 
An escort of other ships flown 
chiefly by members of the Illinois 
Air Pilots Assn. accompanied in 
formation out over Lake Michigan 
where the ashes were tenderly 
turned back to the elements. So 
ended the worthy career of one of 
the fathers of aviation. Requies- 
cat in pace. 
Art Goebel 

Art Goebel is very much in evi- 
dence lately with his very good 
skywriting work in the interest of 
Phillips’ 66 and drops in to see the 
boys at Elmhurst occasionally. 








| Taking Air Transportation Out of Politics | 
(Continued from Page 2) 


There is only one solution to the problem. Air trans- 
portation must be taken out of politics and placed under 
the control of a division of the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission having to do exclusively with air transportation. 
This agency should control rates and safety regulations on 
the airlines. Contracts should be perpetual as long as the 
contractors maintain themselves within certain fair and 
reasonable requirements and regulations prescribed by 
such agency. 


As the problem has been handled in the past, each 
year the industry has been faced with complete chaos 
unless certain legislation passed, and in each case the solu- 
tion has been only temporary. Nineteen thirty-five was 
no exception. Had the new air mail law, H. R. 6511, not 
passed, the writer hesitates to predict what would have 
poupened. Certainly, the results would have been disas- 
rous. 


It is, perhaps, not generally known that a strong and 
well-organized political move had been initiated to block 
passage of H. R. 6511, a few days before Congress ad- 
journed. The purpose of the move, as nearly as can be 
ascertained, was to throw the air mail issue into the next 
presidential election. Politically, this doubtless would 
have been a brilliant maneuver. But what of the thou- 
sands of workers who depend on the industry for a live- 
lihood? What of the money invested? What of the cost 
to National Defense? What of the effect on air transpor- 
tation as a public service to which the American people 
are entitled ? 


‘While there are many honest and sincere legislators in 
Washington working in behalf of the American people, 
there are also some to whom selfish interests are more 
important than the public welfare. This group is con- 
stantly at work attempting to destroy and block what 
others build. 

Fortunately for the country, the political maneuver was 
stopped. But if air transportation is permitted to remain 
subject to political caprice, will the outcome always be so 
fortunate ? 

American aviation certainly cannot expect to be caught 
in the whirlpool again and again, and always emerge 
safely. In the past the industry has progressed despite 
the manner in which it has been handled, rather than 
because of it. 


The answer is non-political control. 
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THE AIR LINE PILOT 








Aero Branch Will Erect New 
Miniature Radio Air Guides 


New System Will Be Installed in Fields at 50-Mile Inter- 
vals; Will Increase Efficiency 





A new type of airway installa- 
tion, designed to increase the effi- 
ciency of the intermediate landing 
fields and radio aids to air naviga- 
tion provided by the Department 
of Commerce on the Federal Air- 
ways System, was announced by 
Eugene L. Vidal, Director of Aero- 
nautics of the Department. 

“The new system,” Mr. Vidal 
said, “calls for the establishment 
of adequate and completely 
equipped Department of Commerce 
intermediate landing fields at 50- 
mile intervals and connected by 
beacon lights in a direct line. The 
fields will be equipped with minia- 
ture radio beacons and two-way 
radio stations. They will be bound- 
ary lighted, identified from a dis- 
tance by rotating beacon lights 
with green characteristics, will 
have suitable runways and will be 
in charge of caretakers. In other 
words, they will offer safe and 
adequate landing facilities and pro- 
vide efficient radio directiona) 
guidance and periodic weather re- 
ports by radio to planes in flight. 
While practically all of our inter- 
mediate fields are lighted at night, 
many are inadequate in _ size, 
others are located off the base lines 
of the airways and none has, as 
standard equipment, the radio we 
contemplate installing. 

Develop Trouble 

“At present, radio range beacons 
and radio communication stations 
are located 200 miles apart and 
this distance has developed prob- 
lems in radio transmission, partic- 
ularly with the directional beam in 
mountainous country. 

“Three airways now under con- 
struction by. the Department of 
Commerce with Public Works Ad- 
ministration funds, will embody the 
new changes. They are the Missis- 
sippi Valley route, between St. 
Louis and New Orleans; the North- 
ern route between St. Paul-Minne- 
apolis and Seattle, and the airway 
between St. Louis and Tulsa. 
However, the sites for the new in- 
stallations have not yet been se- 
lected. 


“If the new system proves to be 
as effective as we believe, then it 
will be applied to new airways that 
may hereafter be established. It 
also may later replace the equip- 
ment now in use. 


“While the principal purpose of 
complete aeronautical radio facil- 
ities at 50-mile intervals is to pro- 
vide directional guidance and as- 
sistance to those flying the estab- 
lished airways, these radio trans- 
mitters also may be readily adapt- 
ed to the use of the radio compass 
should that device become wide- 
spread in use. The radio compass 
enables an airman to tune in on 
any type of radio transmitter and 
by setting his course to coincide 
with the maximum signal strength, 
he may fly to the location of the 
station. This will permit opera- 
tions away from the established 
airways with a greater degree of 
safety and reliability.” 

Rex Martin, Assistant Director 
of Aeronautics in charge of air 
navigation, and under whose direc- 
tion the new system will be in- 
stalled, explained that at each 50- 
mile field there will be located a 
miniature radio range beacon with 
effective directional beams up to 
at least 25 miles in four directions. 

Beam Splits 

“The present radio beacon used 
for directional guidance has an ef- 
fective range of 100 miles,” he 
said, “but in mountainous country 
there is a tendency for the radio 
courses to split up and confuse the 
airmen. With the smaller radio 
beacons, this difficulty will be re- 
duced to an absolute minimum if 
not eliminated altogether. 

“Using the miniature beacons, 
we can lay out an airway that will 
enable us toe go around corners, if 


“lin for work. 





necessary, and much more effec- 
tively than with the ones of long 
range. Thus, in mountainous 
country we will be able to route 
the airways through passes and 
valleys whereas with the big radio 


beacons we have to project the . put into service on routes 5 and! panies $4,400,000 and which would 
courses on a straight line regard- | 6, between Miami and Paramaribo, | increase the annual depreciation 


less of the terrain. 

“At each 50-mile established 
landing field there will also be a 
transmitter for the broadcast of 
weather reports and emergency 
messages to airmen in flight. This 
function now is fulfilled by the ra- 
dio communication stations located 


200 miles apart and which have an | 


effective radius of 100 miles. The 
small and closely located radio 
stations also will serve for the 
transmission of weather reports to 
each 50-mile field along the airway 
and will eliminate the necessity for 
additional land wire teletypewriter 
service which is now in use on 
12,000 miles of Federally-operated 
routes. 

“Then, too, this type of radio 
set-up will aid materially in the 
proposed application of radio in 
the operation of teletypewriter 
machines at each of the stations, 
the development of which is pro- 
ceeding satisfactorily and with 
great promise. 

“There will be no change in the 
spacing of the large airway beacon 


lights which now are at 15-mile in- | 


tervals. 


ILLINOIS 


Pilots’ 


NEWS NOTES 


(Continued from Page 4) 
flying, I would say. The writer ac- 
cepted an invitation to play golf 
with Brother Brazelton and his 
friends, Messrs. Martin and Car- 
sten, but when we got out to the 
first tee Brazelton took a look at 
the trees and bushes, then took a 
long look at me, then ordered a 
caddie from the clubhouse, with 
high boots. The best part of this 
story is that the boy needed the 
high-top boots many times before 
the day was over. 

Willie, the airplane repair man 
at Elmhurst, has quite a few ships 
Among them is a 
Challenger Robin from Mexico 
City for a recovering job. 

Matty Laird has about complet- 
ed his trials of the new special job 
he recently built for Mr. Horton. 
It surely looks very trim. 

Elmhurst Meeting 


The meeting at Elmhurst was a 
social success and the host with the 
refreshments is hereby thanked. 

Brothers McMillan and LaPointe 
are a little lost without a ship but 
the Judge says he is waiting for 
the new models to show their merit 
before he decides. 


A matter which deserves the at- 
tention of all our airport managers 
is the installation of half-size regu- 
lation wind tees on our airports. 
They may be constructed so cheap- 
ly and they are so superior to wind 
sacks and more reliable. 

The end of the vacation season 
seems to be the time when a lot of 
fellows appear at the fields for 
aero instruction and if the operat- 
ors of those schools will take the 
help of the Department of Com- 
merce and try to eliminate chisel- 
ers, then the boys will get the right 
kind of instruction at a fair price 
and the pilots doing the instructing 
will also receive a fair wage. 

Uses Boeing 

Col. Art Goebel is back with us 
for a while doing the skywriting 
advertising for Phillips’ 66 and 
what a job he does. His equip- 
ment is of the very finest and up 
to the minute. He uses a Boeing 

(Continued on Page 7, Col. 5) 








PAA AND POST OFFICE 
Reach Rate Agreement 


(Continued from Page 1) 

|ice performed by land planes and 
twin-engine marine aircraft will be 
reduced from an average of $2.00 
per mile to an average of $1.80 
per mile. It is agreed that when 
new four-engine flying boats are 





| Dutch Guiana, and between Miami 
jand the Canal Zone, there will be 


‘no reduction in the present rates. 
|On route 7, from Miami, Florida, 
ito Nassau, Bahama Islands, the 
jcontract rate is reduced from 
| $2.00 per mile to $1.25 per mile. 


| The rate reductions agreed upon 
|between the Post Office Depart- 
| ment and the Pan American-Grace 
| Airways, Inc., effective October 1, 
| 1935, and covering route No. 9, 
|between Cristobal, Canal Zone, 
|and Montevideo, Uruguay, will ef- 
| fect a reduction of from an aver- 
| age of $1.70 per mile to an aver- 
;age of $1.50 per mile. 

Farley Report 

The reduced rates, combined 
| with the revisions in service and 
|the shortening of route mileages, 
| will result in an annual reduction 
|of approximately 15 per cent in 
|the total mail pay to these two 
| companies, or a total annual reduc- 
|tion in dollars and cents of ap- 


| proximately one million dollars. 


| In his report to the President on 
| January 10, 1935, the Postmaster 
General suggested that the com- 
pensation to the contractors should 
| be reduced by at least 25 per cent. 
In April, 1935, after this report 
was made to the President and 
| with his approve, officials of the 
|Post Office Department met with 
| officials of the contracting compan- 
‘ies in an effort to reach agreements 
which would bring about the sav- 
|ings desired. As a result of these 
| conferences, which lasted for many 
|days and at which no agreements 
|could be reached, the Department 
| felt that it was both desirable and 
necessary to make a careful survey 
of all the services performed by 
the contractors. The Director of 
International Postal Service and 
two of the best qualified post office 
inspectors were assigned the task 
of going over every mile of the 
foreign air mail routes to investi- 
| gate the operations of the com- 
| panies on these routes and to as- 
certain what, if any, improvements 
| in these services should be made. 
| These three representatives of the 
| Post Office Department spent three 
|months on this work. 

Make Study 

Prior to the April conference 
|between the Post Office Depart- 
ment officials and representatives 
of the contracting companies, the 
Post Office Department auditors 
began a study of the books and ac- 
counts of the contractors. Three 
months were spent by the auditors 
in the companies’ accounting of- 
fices at Miami. Weeks were spent 
by the auditors in the New York 
offices and investigations were 
made by them at Havana, Cuba, 
of the contractors’ books of ac- 
counts. In addition, the inspec- 
tors examined the methods of ac- 
counting maintained by the com- 
panies in their offices at Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, Para, Brazil, Bue- 
nos Aires, Argentina, Santiago, 
Chile, Lima, Peru, Cristobal, Canal 
Zone, Guatemala, and Mexico City, 
D. F. 

After the Director of the Inter- 
national Postal Service and the 
two Post Office inspectors hed com- 
pleted their surveys of the foreign 
air mail lines and had prepared 
and submitted their reports, and 
after the Post Office Department 
auditors had completed their work, 
conferences between Post Office 
Department officials and officials of 
the contracting compinies were 
resumed. 

Submit Evidence 

At the conferences ‘n April and 
in the later conferen es, the con- 
tractors submitted evidence to 








show that since the year 1934, 
upon which the Postmaster Gen- 
eral’s January report was based, 
they had obligated themselves for 
the purchase of new equipment to 
be operated on the mail contract 
lines, which would cost the com- 


| 





| charges of the Pan American Air- 
; ways, Inc., more than $600,000, 
and the Pan American-Grace Air- 
ways, Inc., approximately $140,- 


the 1934 operations which had 
'\been contracted for and which 
would be faced by the companies, 
will amount to approximately 
$150,000 a year. These include 
maintenance of additional facil- 
ities, depreciation on additional fa- 
cilities, expenses under the social 
security law and other items of 
fixed expense. 

Another item of expense in- 
curred by the companies, which 
was given consideration by the 
Post Office Department in reach- 
ing the agreements, is that of the 
losses which the companies sustain 
as a result of the difference in the 
rates of foreign exchange due to 
the devaluation of the United 
States gold dollar. The annual 
loss to the companies because of 
this difference in exchange is ap- 
proximately $300,000. 

New Equipment 

New equipment provided in Pan 
American Airways, Inc., replace- 
ment program—some of which has 
already been placed in operation 
and the remainder in process of 
manufacture — includes nine four- 
engine, 32-passenger flying boats; 
three four-engine, 40-passenger 
flying boats; eight twin-engine, 15- 
passenger amphibians and seven 
Douglas land transport planes. All 
of the equipment which was oper- 
ated by Pan American-Grace Air- 
ways during the first six months of 
1934, has been or will be replaced 
by the most modern types of 
planes adaptable to the routes. 

New equipment provided in Pan 
American-Grace Airways, Inc., re- 
placement program includes one 
twin-engine amphibian and six 
Douglas transport planes. The 
Douglas land planes have already 
been put into service and the am- 
phibian will be put into service 
within a few months. 

; Due to the installation of new 
and faster planes, improvement of 
landing fields and revisions in 
route mileage, much faster sched- 
ules will be put into effect to 
points between the United States 
and Central and South America. 

Cut Time 

The flying time from Miami, 
Florida, to Montevideo, Uruguay, 
through the Canal Zone, along the 
West Coast of South America, will 
be cut by 2% to 8 days, and the 
flying time from Miami, Florida, 
to Buenos Aires, Argentina, by 
way of the East Coast of South 
America, will be cut by 3 to 3% 
days. Some of the faster sched- 
ules will become effective on No- 
vember 1, 1935. 


The reductions in pay rates to 
the companies and the mileage re- 
visions, plus the increased expenses 
incurred because of the purchase 
of new equipment, exchange dif- 
ferential, improvement in airways 
and other similar items, will be in 
excess of the 25 per cent. reduc- 
tion in pay proposed by the Post- 
master General in his report to the 
President in January, 1935. 

Value Service 

Officials of both the Pan Amer- 
ican Airways, Inc., and the Pan 
American-Grace Airways, Inc., 
manifested a fine spirit of coopera- 
tion with the Post Office Depart- 
ment in its efforts to bring about 
economies and improvements in 
the Foreign Air Mail service. 

The study and investigations 
which the Post Office Department 
has made into the foreign air mail 
services performed by these con- 

(Continued on Page 7, Col. 4) 
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SCOPE 
of Air Line 


REQUIREMENTS 


(Continued from Page 5) 
wise function satisfactorily in this 
condition. 

(a) The usable ceiling which, 
for this purpose, shall be defined 
as the altitude at which the best 
rate of climb is 50 feet per minute, 
with light load and at gross weight. 
(b) The speed in level flight, at 
the usable ceiling, at gross weight. 
(5) Approach and landing per- 
formance. 

(a) The steepest gliding angle 
practicable for landing approach 
at gross weight. Wing flaps or 
other similar devices may be used 
for this test. The engines shall be 
fully throttled. 

(b) The length of ground run 
required to come to a full stop af- 
ter landing from condition (5) (a) 
above. Brakes may be used. 
Section 9. Proving Tests. 

(A) All air line aircraft shall 
have at least 100 hours of proving 
tests in the hands of an air line 
operator, under the supervision of 
an authorized representative of the 
Department of Commerce before 
authority for carrying passengers 
may be issued. At least 50 hours 
of such tests shall be on scheduled 
operation and include at least 10 
hours of night operation. 

(B) In the case of major 
changes on aircraft previously 
proved, 50 hours of proving test 
siimlar to that outlined in the pre- 
ceding paragraph may be required, 
at least one-half of this time to be 
in scheduled operation. 

(C) During the tests specified in 
(A) and (B) above, passengers 
other than those essential to the 
tests are prohiibted. Mail, express 
and/or cargo may be carried. 


POWER WIRES 


Menace 


AIRPORTS 


While city and state officials 
sought means of removing at once 
the hazardous electric wires at Mu- 
nicipal Airport, the Illinois Aero- 
nautics Commission yesterday was 
pushing a similar program for air- 
ports throughout the state. 

A survey by the commission has 
shown that power and trolley lines, 
radio towers and chimneys adjoin 
several airports in the Chicago 
area. 

Moving toward definite action, 
the city council_aviation commit- 
tee will inspect the airport Friday 
with representatives of the Com- 
monwealth Edison Company, IIli- 
nois Bell Telephone Company and 
Chicago Surface Lines. All have 
promised co-operation. 


SHOCK 
Absorber Tests 


(Continued from Page 5) 
laws which are subjects to modifi- 
cation to agree with actual test 
data. For instance, if it is known 
that the exponent for velocity dif- 
fers from 2.0, the figures given in 
the table should be revised accord- 
ingly. 

Any attempt to predict analy- 
tically the effects of changing test 
loads or heights of drop should be 
undertaken with caution, on ac- 
count of the very complicated na- 
ture of the process of shock ab- 
sorption. For the same reason it is 
believed advisable to conduct 4 
new dynamic test whenever the 
type of tire is changed on the air- 
plane, unless the change is to 2 
tire having an equivalent load- 
deflection curve and shock-absorb- 
ing capacity. 
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THE AIR LINE PILOT 








PRELIMINARY HEARINGS ON MEAD AIR 
MAIL MEASURE ARE ILLUMINATING AS 
REGARDS TESTIMONY OF WITNESSES 


The AIR LINE PILOT is con- 
tinuing in this issue the testimony 
of the various witnesses appearing 
during the Mead air mail confer- 
ences: 

(Continued from August Issue) 


“The Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission is hereby authorized to 
hear any complaint filed by the 
Postmaster General, or any inter- 
ested air-mail contractor setting 
forth that the general transport 
business or earnings upon an air- 
mail route are being adversely af- 
fected by any off-line flights, or 
extra schedules not provided for in 
the original contract, nor author- 
zed by the Postmaster General, of 
another air-mail contractor or for 
any alleged unfair practice by an- 
other air-mail contractor. Upon the 
filing of such complaint the Com- 
mission shall give personal notice 
to the person complained of, in- 
quire fully into the subject mat- 
ter of the allegations; and if the 
Commission shall find such com- 
petition or practice, or any part 
thereof, to be unfair, or that such 
competitive service, in whole or in 
part, is not reasonably required in 
he interest of public convenience 
and necessity, then the Commis- 
ion may enter an order requiring 
such air-mail contactor to dis- 
continue or restrict such competi- 
tion and/or practice in accordance 
with the findings and order of the 
Commission, and it shall be unlaw- 
ful for any air-mail contractor to 
violate such order.” 


(H. R. 6511, 74th Cong., 1st sess.) 

An Act to amend the air-mail 
laws and to authorize the exten- 
sion of the Air Mail Service. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, That subsection 
(c) of section 3 of the Act en- 
titled “An Act to revise air-mail 
laws, and to establish a commis- 
sion to make a report to the Con- 
gress recommending an aviation 
policy,” approved June 12, 1934, 
as amended, is amended to read as 
follows: 

“(c) If, in the opinion of the 
Postmaster General, the public in- 
terest requires it, he may grant an 
extension of any route, for a dis- 
tance not in excess of one hundred 
and fifty miles, but only one such 
extension shall be granted to any 
one person, and the rate of pay 
for such extension shall not be in 
xcess of the rate per mile fixed 
for the service thus extended.” 


Sec. 2. The first sentence of 
subsection (d) of such section is 
amended to read as follows: “The 
Postmaster General may designate 
certain routes as primary or sec- 
ondary routes. He shall designate 
as primary routes at least three 
trans-continental routes and, in ad- 
dition thereto, such other routes 
as he deems advisable, but no 
route less than five hundred miles 
in length shall be designated as a 
primary route.” 

Sec. 3. Subsection (f) of such 
section is amended to read as fol- 
lows: 

“(f) The Postmaster General 
shall not award contracts for air- 
mail routes or extend such routes 
in excess of an aggregate of 
thirty-two thousand miles, and 
shall not establish schedules for 
air-mail transportation on such 
routes and extensions in excess of 
an annual aggregate for forty-five 
million airplane-miles. Subject to 
the foregoing limitation, the Post- 
master General shall prescribe the 
number and time of departure of 
all air-mail schedules, and he may 
utilize therefor any scheduled pas- 
senger or express flight of the con- 
tractor between the terminals or 
over a portion of any route.” 

Sec. 4. Subsection (a) of sec- 
tion 6 of such Act of June 12, 
1934, as amended, is amended to 
read as follows: 


(Continued from August issue.) 
“Sec. 6. (a) 


contract, prescribing the method 
or methods by weight or space, or 
both, or otherwise, for ascertain- 
ing such rates of compensation, 
and to publish the same, which 
shall continue in force until chang- 
ed by the said Commission after 
due notice and hearing. In fixing 
and determining such rates, if it 
shall be contended or alleged by 
the holder of an air-mail contract 
that the rate of compensation in 
force for the service involved is 
insufficient, the burden of estab- 
lishing such insufficiency and the 
extent thereof shall be assumed 
by him. In no case shall the rates 
fixed and determined by the said 
Commission hereunder exceed by 
more than 20 per centum the 
limits prescribed in section 3 (a) 





of this Act.” 

| See. 5. The first sentence of 
subsection (c) of section 6 of such 
Act is amended to read as follows: 








The Interstate mail contract that the rate of 
Commerce Commission is hereby'!compensation and the working 
impowered and directed, after no-|conditions and relations for all 
tice and hearing, to fix and de- pilots and other employees of the 
termine by order, as soon as prac-| holder of such contract shall con- 
ticable and from time to time, the | form to decisions of the National 
fair and reasonable rates of com- | Labor Board, or its successor in 
pensation for the transportation of | authority, 
air mail by airplane and the serv- | limitation as to the period of its 
ice connected therewith over each | effectiveness included in any such 
air-mail route, and over each sec- | decision heretofore rendered. This 
tion thereof covered by a separate | 


notwithstanding any 


section shall not be construed as 
restricting the right of any such 
employees by collective bargaining 
to obtain higher rates of compen- 
sation or more favorable working 
conditions and relations.” 

Sec. 9. Section 15, as amended, 
of such Act is amended to read as 
follows: 

“Sec. 15. After June 30, 1935, 
no person holding a contract or 
contracts for carrying air mail on 
a primary route shall be awarded 
or hold any contract for carrying 
air mail on any other primary 
route, nor on more than three ad- 
ditional routes other than primary 
routes. In case that one person 
holds several contracts covering 
different sections of one air-mail 


Concludes 





(Continued from August Issue) 
But each of the transportation 
industries affects every other. 
There is not one in which the ul- 
timate continuance of fair treat- 
ment for labor can be expected 
unless fair treatment for labor ex- 
ists in the others. There is a public 
interest which extends equally into 
each of these industries, at least 
with respect to the maintenance of 
amicable labor relationships; pred 
present indications are that the | 
public interest also requires the} 
exertion of effort toward a prac-| 
tical degree of coordination in la-| 
bor standards. 
It therefore seems desirable to | 
expand the scope of the Railway | 





transportation industries as rapid- 
ly as the industries show them- 


necessary for using the Act’s pro- 
cedure. In air transportation, there 
is evidence that this point has been 
reached. 


As regards any recommendation 
concerning desirable changes in 
the wording of S. 2496 as it is now 
before the Committee, it is felt 
that the suggestions submitted by 
the National Mediation Board 
through its Secretary, Mr. George 
A. Cook, on May 20, should be 
adopted. As pointed out by the 





route as designated by the Post- 
master General, such several con- 
tracts shall be counted as one con- 
tract for the purpose of the pre- 
ceding sentence. It shall be un- 
lawful for air-mail contractors, 


|“Any contract (1) let, extended, | competing in parallel routes to 
lor assigned pursuant to the pro-| merge or to enter into any agree- 


provisions of this Act and shall 
have been satisfactorily performed 
by the contractor during its full 
initial period, shall, from and after 
such date, or from and after the 
termination of its initial period, as 
the case may be, be continued in 
effect for an indefinite period, and 
compensation therefor, during 
such period of indefinite continu- 
ance shall be paid at the rate fixed 
by order of the Commission under 
this section, subject to such addi- 
tional conditions and terms as the 
Commission may prescribe, which 
shall be consistent with the re- 
quirements of this Act; but any 
contract so continued in effect may 
be terminated by the Commission 
upon sixty days’ notice, upon such 
hearing and notice thereof to in- 
terested parties as the Commission 
may determine to be reasonable; 
and may also be terminated by 
the contractor at its option upon 
sixty days’ notice.” 

Sec. 6. Subsection (e) of sec- 
tion 6 of such Act is amended by 
adding at the end thereof a new 
sentence to read as follows: ‘In 
arriving at such determination the 
Commission shall disregard losses 
resulting, in the opinion of the 
Commission, from the unprofitable 
maintenance of nonmail schedules, 
in cases where the Commission 
may find that the gross receipts 
from such schedules fail to meet 
the additional operating expense 
occasioned thereby.” : 

Sec. 7. Section 10 of such Act 
is amended to read as follows: 


“See. 10. All persons holding 
air-mail contracts shall be required 
to keep their books, records, and 
accounts under such regulations 
as may be promulgated by the 
Postmaster General, and he is 
hereby authorized, if and when he 
deems it advisable to do so, to ex- 
amine and audit the books, rec- 
ords, and accounts of such con- 
tractors, and to require such con- 
tractors to submit full financial 
reports in such form and under 
such regulations as he may pre- 
scribe.” 

See. 8. Section 13 of such Act 
is amended to read as follows: 


“Sec. 13. It shall bea condi- 








tion upon the holding of any air- 





visions of this Act, and in full! ment, express or implied, which 
force and effect on March 1, 1935, may result in common control or 
or (2) which may be let subse-| ownership. 
quent to such date pursuant to the / no air-mail contractor shall be al- 


After June 30, 19385, 


lowed to maintain passenger or 
express service off the line of his 
air-mail route which in any way 
competes with passenger or ex- 
press service available upon an- 
other air-mail route, except that 
off-line competitive service which 
has been regularly maintained for 
at least four months next preced- 
ing July 1, 1935, and such sea- 
sonal schedules as may have .been 
regularly maintained during the 
year prior to July 1, 1935, may be 
continued if restricted to the 
number of schedules and to the 
stops scheduled and in effect dur- 
ing such period or season. 

“Upon application of the Post- 
master General or of any inter- 


ested air-mail contractor, setting’ 


forth that the general transport 
business or earnings upon an air- 
mail route are being adversely af- 
fected by any alleged unfair prac- 
tice of another air-transport op- 
erator, or by any competitive air- 
transport operator, or by any 
competitive air-transport service 
other than that supplied by an air- 
mail contractor on the line of his 
prescribed air-mail route, or by 


any service inaugurated after 
March 1, 1935, through the sched- 
uling of competitive nonmail 


flights over an air-mail route, the 
Interstate Commerce Commission 
shall, after giving reasonable no- 
tice to the person complained of, 
inquire fully into the subject mat- 
ter of the allegations; and if the 
Commission shall find such. prac- 
tice or competition or any part 
thereof to be unfair, or that such 
competitive service in whole or in 
part is not reasonably required in 
the interest of public convenience 
and necessity, and if the Commis- 
sion shall further find that in 
either case the receipts or ex- 
penses of an air-mail contractor 
are so affected thereby as to tend 
to increase the cost of air-mail 
transportation, then it shall order 
such practice or competitive serv- 
ice, or both, as the case may be, 
discontinued or restricted in ac- 
cordance with such findings, and 
the respondent named in the or- 


Mediation Board, these changes 
would bring the bill into line with 
ithe plan devised by the Railway 
|Labor Act in respect of the han- 
dling of minor disputes growing 
out of grievances or the interpre- 
tation of existing working rules 
and labor agreements. It is the 
plan of the Railway Labor Act, as 
it now stands, for the National 
Railroad Adjustment Board to 
handle these minor day-by-day dis- 
putes, leaving the National Media- 
tion Board free to carry on its 
mediation services in connection 
with the making and maintaining 
of basic labor contracts as well as 
to adjust issues between employees 
involving labor representation. By 
adopting the recommendations 
submitted by Mr. Cooke, this pur- 
pose is accomplished. 

Section 208 of the Act as now 
drawn provides for the appropria- 
tion of “such sums as may be 
necessary for expenditures by the 
Mediation Board in carrying out 
the provisions of this Act”. If the 
air transport industry and its em- 
ployees are made subject to the 
Railway Labor Act, it is estimated 
that it would only be necessary for 
the Mediation Board to employ one 
additional individual, and if even- 
tually the proposed National Air 
Transport Adjustment Board is es- 
tablished, it will call for a limited 
amount of clerical assistance, of- 
fice space and a few other items of 
expenditure. It is estimated that 
all of these expenditures combined 
would not exceed $12,000 per 
year. Consequently, it is suggested 
that in place of leaving the mat- 
ter of appropriation indefinite as 
now done in Section 208, that the 
section provide for appropriation 
of $12,000. 2 

(The End.) 


PAA REACHES 


Rate 
AGREEMENT 


(Continued from Page 6) 


tractors has convinced the Depart- 
ment that these services are of 
great value to this country. These 
companies have, from the begin- 
ning, maintained their services on 
the highest standards; in fact, 
they have and still do lead the 
world. 

The Department feels assured 
that these companies will continue 
their progressive policies and will 
maintain world leadership in their 
field. ; 








selves capable of the organization | 
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ILLINOIS NOTES | 


(Continued from Page 6) 
P 12 fighter, equipped with tanks 
for either red or white smoke, 
with the control lever attached to 
the stick which is very convenient. 
If you want to see some array of 
gadgets over and above the regu- 
lar necessary number: on a ship, 
you should see the cockpit of Art’s 
ship. Yesterday Art was conduct- 
ing some tests of their short-wave 
radio system. In the ship Art has 
a very good receiver and on the 





Labor Act to include each of the | ground the transmitter is installed 
‘in an Airflow Chrysler and oper- 


ates at 31600 K. C. or 9.5 meters 


W5xAR. The radio car and the 
ship operate as a unit and move 
| from city to city together through- 
| out 19 states. 
Military Unit 

Well, Association members, let’s 
jhave a good attendance at our 
meetings and come out to nomi- 
nate some new officers for the en- 
suing year. 
| There has been some mention 
lately of forming a military body 
of pilots to serve as a reserve in 
case of defense. Our Association, 
being composed of none but li- 
censed pilots, is the logical body to 
meet the demand. and we are al- 
ways ready as an organization to 
step out when we are needed and 
the military people at Washington 
know that this is so. 


ACCIDENT 


Board Report 
of Crash 


(Continued from Page 5) 
landing. No one witnessed the ac- 
tual landing. However, the engines 
were heard up to the moment of 
contact with the ground. Fire fol- 
lowed immediately. 








Crash Cause 


An examination of the propeller 
disclosed that one blade had broken 
off at a point 13 inches from the 
center of the hub. The failure was 
of the fatigue type, originating 
near the leading edge of the blade. 
No manufacturing defect has been 
found in the vicinity of the origin 
of the failure. 

A preliminary investigation in- 
dicates that the failure occurred, 
after approximately 215 hours of 
service, as a result of a resonance 
condition due to the natural per- 
iods of vibration of the propeller 
blades, the engine and the engine 
mount coinciding with the engine 
speeds and propeller pitch settings 
used in flight operations with this 
particular type and model aircraft. 
This difficulty has not been exper- 
ienced with this model propeller 
when used on other types and 
models of aircraft. 

It is the opinion of the Accident 
Board that the probable cause of 
this accident was a lack of control 
of the aircraft while attempting to 
complete an emergency landing 

after having had the left outboard 

| engine torn free of the plane due 
to a PROPELLER BLADE FAIL- 
URE. 

Corrective measures taken were: 

1. The use of this type of pro- 
peller on this type and model air- 
craft was discontined immediately 
after the accident until the reson- 
ance condition in this propeller in- 
stallation is corrected. . 


2. Extensive resonance investi- 
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DIRECTION 
Finder 


RADIO AID 


Combined With Present 
Equipment Will Give Visual 
Accuracy in Flight 








The Direction Finder combines 
with the present aircraft radio re- 
ceiver and gives a visual indication 
of accuracy in flight. If the plane 
veers to the right of the course, the 
needle indicates the error, and sim- 
ilarly, to the left. It presents the 
itinerant and sportsman pilot with 
684 “compass” in every major city 
in the country, in addition to many 
marine range beacons along the 
coasts and along the shores of the 
Great Lakes. These “eemnore’s 


never vary as the true magnetic} 


compass varies from day to day 
and season to season. In most of 
the larger cities, the pilot has a 
choice of stations, the strongest one 
giving him the steadiest signals. 
The flier’s map is a clipping from 
the daily paper indicating the wave 
length of the station toward which 
he is flying. 

Aircraft that is bonded and 
shielded for radio reception permits 
of easy installation of the Direction 
Finder. Factory adjustments pro- 
viding for standard equipment of 
the combined receiver and Direc- 
tion Finder will be made in all 
1934 planes, radio experts believe. 


Finder Developed 


The Direction Finder, developed 
as a part of the government’s pro- 
gram at the Bureau, is the third 
important item of that agency’s 
contribution to flying. The first was 
the radio range beacon, by which 
the pilot on the established airline 
can fly a true course in all sorts of 
weather. Supplementing this is the 
blind landing system, now in prac- 
tical use at the Newark Airport, 
permitting a pilot to land without 
ever seeing the ground. These de- 
vices were aimed particularly at 
the commercial airline, and are of 
use to the private flier only when 
he has complete radio equipment 
on his plane. The Direction Finder 
is of no great importance to the 
pilot on the scheduled airline, since 
he flies the same course day after 
day. 

Frank G. Kear, William H. Or- 
ton and Gomer L. Davies, were as- 
signed to the development of radio 
aids to flying at the Bureau. They 
are now members of the Washing- 
ton Institute of Technology, con- 
tinuing their practical application 
of these radio aids to commercial 
flying. The institute was organized 


by Lt. Col. Sidney F. Mashbir, who . 


replaced the “shack” laboratory of 
the Bureau of Standards with a 
new and more complete laboratory 
on the famous old College Park 
airport near Washington. 


Suddenly, every radio station in 
the world has become a “true” 
compass for the private flier. 

So beware, crooners, harmony 
sisters, hot bands and even political 
speakers—do not strike sour or un- 
true notes. Some poor fainting 
struggling airman, you may rescue, 
you may save. 

Station Is Compass 


The U. S. Bureau of Standards 
in Washington spent several years 
and lots of money and produced a 
radio direction finder which enables 
the pilot to tune in on any broad- 
casting station and steer a straight 
course toward that station. This 
means that the 592 commercial 
broadcasting stations in 450 dif- 
ferent American cities, are now 
“true” compasses for the itinerant 
pilot and the private flier. The dis- 
tinction is made because the “true 
magnetic” compass is a variable 
sort of guide, deviating and vary- 
ing in different parts of the country 
and with the seasons. Radio sta- 
tions stay put, no matter what their 
programs are. 

The first commercial adaptation 
and further improvement of the 
Bureau’s development is the DI- 
RECT-AIRE produced by the 
Washington Institute of Technol- 


SECTIONAL 
_ Air Charts 
Completed 





The task of scanning the entire 
United States from the air, to 
make certain that charts for air- 
men correspond with what the air- 
man actually will see when he flies 
over the territory represented, has 
been completed, Eugene L. Vidal, 
Director of Air Commerce an- 
nounced today. This flight check- 
ing operation was undertaken in 
connection with the series of 87 
séctional aeronautical charts which 
are being published for airmen by 
the Bureau of Air Commerce, De- 
partment of Commerce. The charts 
are compiled and printed for the 
Bureau by the Coast and Geodetic 
Survey. 

Charts Ready 

Forty-eight of the charts now 
are in circulation. The preliminary 
drafts of the others are being cory 
rected in accordance with the find- 
ings of the flight checks, and it is 
anticipated that all will have been 
printed and made available to air- 
men by the middle of November. 


Under an allotment granted by 
the Public Works Administration 
to speed up the charting program 
and make all of the units available 
years in advance of the time they 
would have been finished under the 
regular program, the Bureau of 
Air Commerce and the Coast and | 
Geodetic Survey began work on a'} 
large scale in November, 1934. At 
that time 22 of the 87 sections 
had been issued. 


| The flight checking organization 

‘which flew over all the territory 

covered by the new maps consist- 

‘ed of nine crews, each comprised 
'of a pilot and a mechanic assigned , 
|by the Bureau of Air Commerce | 
| and a flight check observer from | 
ithe Coast and Geodetic Survey. | 
| 


| Cover States 


! In checking the locations of air-| 
‘ports, air navigation aids, geo- 
' graphical features, landmarks and 
‘major obstructions to air naviga- 
.tion as shown on the preliminary 
icompilations of the charts, the 
‘checking crews flew 3,922 hours, 
,;covering approximately 400,000 
miles without accident. Since the 
charts cover all of the United 
States, they had to fly over every 








‘ing them. 


|cussion is held on all points which | 
are brought up and we feel that a| didn’t care to fly for pin money. himself and 





type of terrain from deserts below | 
sea level to the highest mountain 
ranges. In California a crew check- 
ed the mapping of Death Valley, 
276 feet below sea level, and of 
Mt. Whitney, the highest mountain 
in the United States. The crews 
operated in 45 states and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia and the only 
territory over which they did not 
fly was that which had been flight 
| checked before the augmented pro- 
gram was begun. Two hundred air- 
ports and landing flelds were used 
at various times for temporary 
bases. In some regions where air- 
ports were far apart, operations 
had to extend as far as 200 miles 
from the field used as a base. 





Maps Aid 

Each of the sectional aeronauti- 
cal charts represents an area of 6 
degrees longitude by 2 degrees 
latitude, or approximately 325 
miles east-west and 150 miles 
north-south and is printed on a 
sheet about 40 by 20 inches in size. 
It shows political boundaries, cities 
and towns, geographical features, 
railroads, and highways in black 
and color, and such features as air- 
ports, and air navigation aids, 
which are particularly significant 
to airmen are superimposed in red. 








ogy, with a staff composed of form- 
er Bureau scientists. 

So the radio stars can now con- 
sider themselves lode stars. While 
they sing, the pilot sails blithely 
toward them forgetting his compli- 
cated navigation problems, enjoy- 
ing his flying, and, if he chooses, 
listening to the program. Pilots 
point out that they can still have 
visual indication of course without 
listening to the program. And so, 
say the blase airmen, there are 592 
stations to which the DIRECT- 
AIRE user does not have to listen. 
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COUNCIL NEWS NOTES 


From 
Pilot Writers 
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(Continued from Page 2) 
change for a few. Brown has just | 
departed for the land of Boston | 
and beans and McFail is planning 
a return to his old headquarters, 
St. Louis. Congratulations are in 
order for Van Sickle. It’s a boy!! 


Full Attendance 


Bradford has solved the Mur- 
freesboro housing problem by ne- 
gotiating for a country estate 
some three miles out of town. We 
don’t know all the details yet but 
actording to all the song writers 
there’s nothing quite like a “cabin 
jn the cotton,” especially if it 
comes complete with hot and cold 
running water—the running water 
in this case being a stream through 
the front yard. Just the place for | 
Robbie to raise catfish — then he 
won’t have to bother about catch- 


The September council meeting 
has been held but it is expected 
several more will be necessary to 
adequately discuss the various 
questionnaires which have been 
received recently. Our meetings 
have been unusually interesting 
the last few months and attendance 
has been 100%. 





A thorough dis- | 


great benefit is derived from a} 
frank interchange of ideas, not | 
only to ourselves but in the way | 
it enables us to finally arrive at the ; 
best answers from the standpoint | 
of everyone concerned—the com- | 
pany, the Department of Com-| 
merce and the pilots. | 
Weather Lectures | 
Lectures by Dr. Krick, American 
Airlines’ meteorologist, induced | 
several of the Memphis brethren 
to pay us a visit last week. We 
understand that “Josh” Hudson en- 
tertained informally one evening 
in honor of Mitchel and Raymond 
while Vine and Davidson were here 
the first day. We hope this does- 
n’t happen too often. Davidson 
does too well with the golf clubs. 


Some sort of a very large social 
event is in the air but plans are in- 
definite as yet. Looks as if I will 
have to turn into a society reporter 
for the next edition. 

“And that’s enough for one 
day,” as DeVore said when the 
crowbar fell on his head during his 
stable building activities. 








Vote Tom Hardin | 


Fine Chairman| 





BY PILOT R. W. SANFORD 
Council No. 19—AA 


News is scarce down our way. 
We had a very successful meeting 
for this month. Chairman T. O. 
Hardin was determined to have a 
100% attendance so he had three 
meetings running concurrently and 
Council No. 19 certainly turned 
out in good shape. 


We are mighty proud to have 
Tom as our chairman and hope to 
keep him another year. I cast my 
vote now. 


Ye old scribe will try for more 
news next month. 


So long. 


Writes Short 
History of Benedict 








BY PILOT C. F. ZEIER 
Council No. 48—CandSAL 
The idea of a brief resume of 
the life history of one pilot each 
month is gaining increased favor 
in Council No. 48 and we are pre- 
senting herewith the low-down on 
Pilot M. T. “Jimmy” Benedict, our 
only war-bird on the northern 
division. 
Just where and why he acquired 
the “Jimmy” is not revealed, but 
by that appellation is he known to 





all. When Uncle Sam entered the 


; got him again .. 


FAMED AIR 


Doctor Is 


RECOVERING 


Word has been received at 
Headquarters that Doctor Ralph 





|himself at Carruthers Field, Fort| Greene, nationally known flight 


Worth, Texas, for flying instruc- | surgeon, is recovering. 


tion. His instructor was our old | 


who at the time boasted of a grand | 


total of 27 hours. After Jim | 
soloed, the Brass Hats pinned a} 
gold bar on his collar and sent him | 
to Post Field, Fort Sill, Oklahoma, ' 
as an instructor, and later to Tali- 
ferro Field, Ft. Worth. Dis- | 
charged in 1919 he went north, | 
brought one of the first Canucks | 
out of Toronto, Canada, and head- 
ed for the old home town of Sais | 
rence, Kansas, but the Customs got | 
him going through Detroit and 
broke him to such an extent that | 
he had to start working at once. | 
Thus it was that he became Mich- | 
igan’s first official barnstormer. 
When prices went down to $10.00 | 
he firmly believed that the world | 
was going to ruin and quit in dis- | 
gust, but the call of the wild soon | 


. and he has been | 





at it ever since. 
Loyal to ALPA 
Pilot Benedict holds membership | 
card number 269 and was one of | 
Mr. Cord’s bolsheviks during the | 
Century strike who decided they | 


He was also loyal to the ALPA | 


fair, refusing to go to work for| 
them at a time when three meals | 
a day for himself and family was | 
practically an event. | 

Jim has flown for Safeway Air- | 
lines at Tulsa; Universal Airlines ' 
from Tulsa to Wichita and Kan- | 
sas City; based at Detroit when 
with Century; and was with Kohler 
until the mail cancellations. While 
with the latter company he acted 
as blind flight instructor in addi- 
tion to his regular duty of herding 
a duck across Lake Michigan. He 
came with Chicago and Southern 
in February of this year and now 
bases at Chicago. | 


| 
We are happy to again work | 
with him and feel that he is one of 
the most loyal and sincere mem-'! 
bers the Association has. | 
Pilot Vic Hoganson returned 
early this month from his vacation 
in Minnesota and reports that he 
didn’t know St. Paul was situated 
so close to the north pole. Pilot 
S. W. Hopkins also spent his vaca- | 
tion in the same state. He informs! 
us that the fishing was good; that 
is, where he could manage to chop 
a hole in the ice. Joe Taff has 
finally gotten so homesick for Cali- 
fornia that he has taken a month 
off to visit the old homestead. We 
are expecting the first shipment of 
fish most any day now. 
Move Base 
This month our company is mov- 
ing their offices and overhaul base 
from Memphis to Lambert Field, 
St. Louis. It is presumed that our 
official melody will now be The St. 
Louis Blues, rather than The Beal 
Street Blues. (Sherlock Fry and 
V. H. please note.) 


On the fifteenth of this month 
Mrs. Zeier and myself placed the 
children and our menagerie of 
dogs in care of friends and left for 
parts unknown. Inasmuch as we 
must start home in a couple of 
days it is probably safe to reveal 
our hiding place. This is being 
written at one of the summer 
camps in the vicinity of Bagnell 
Dam in Missouri. We had hoped 
to find a place where we would not 
see airplanes for awhile and it was 
with great alarm that I heard a 
suspiciously familiar buzzing the 
other day and broke all the local 
speed records getting to the storm 
cave. On emerging, however, I 
learned that it was only a swarm 
of mosquitoes maneuvering for an 
attack. 

Limits of space do not permit 
further news, so until next month 





Doctor Greene, as we all know, 


|Century side-kick, Dallas Speer, ' testified at many of the hearings 


in Washington during the pilots’ 


long and strenuous fight resulting 


in the present 85-hour monthly 
flight limitation being incorporated 
in the new air mail law. 

Doctor Greene’s work in the 
field of air medicine is very out- 
standing and he has been of great 
help to the piloting profession. He 
has made many valuable contribu- 
tions to safety in air travel. 

The doctor has long been a suf- 
ferer with sinus and as a result of 
an operation for this trouble be- 
came seriously ill due to a heart 
weakness that developed. His life 
has been hanging by a very slender 
thread ever since the-aperation on 
February 28 of this year. Recently 
we received a report that he was 
recovering and will shortly be able 
to be up and around but will not 
resume active practice of medicine 
for several months. 

Doctor Greene is a veteran pilot 
thoroughly under- 
stands the problems of the pilots. 


|during the Long and Harmon af-| We all wish him a speedy recovery. 





AMERICAN 


Airlines Set 
Traffic Record 


Chicago, Sept. 28. — American 
Airlines today became the first air 
line in history to attain an all time 
total of more than two-thirds mil- 
lion passengers, according to C. R. 
Smith, president of the company. 


In less than eight years, Mr. 
Smith said, American Airlines and 
its predecessor companies, now 
combined into the largest air line 
in the country, have transported a 
total of more than 666,667 passen- 
gers—considerably more than any 
other air transport line. 


Of this total, 117,247 passengers 
(approximately 17.6 per cent) 
have been carried in the eight 
months since January 1, 1985, he 
said, indicating the rapid forward 
strides this modern and faster 
method of travel has made in the 
last year. 

“Nearly six years were neces- 
sary for American Airlines to 
reach its first half million mark,” 
Mr. Smith said, “but it appears 
now that little more than half that 
time will be required for the sec- 
ond 500,000 necessary to give air 
transportation its first million pas- 
sengers by a single company. 

“American Airlines in the first 
eight months of 1935 carried 13.04 
per cent more passengers than in 
the entire preceding year. Present 
indications point to a gain for the 
whole year amounting to more 
than 60 per cent above 1934. 

“This is regarded as an unmis- 
takable barometer of improving 
business conditions throughout the 
United States and an indication of 
the manner in which air transpor- 
tation has become an integral part 
of every-day business methods.” 


British Officers 
Inspect Air Methods 











Three British flying officers who 
are on their way to the Boeing 
School of Aeronautics at San 
Francisco to study American meth- 
ods of instrument flying were in 
Chicago inspecting the operating 
methods of United Air Lines. The 
men are Group Capt. H. G. Smart, 
Squadron Leader G. S. Oddie, and 








conflict in ’17 Jimmy presented 


. .. cheerio. 


Flight Lieut. D. H. F. Barnett. 
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